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Upholding the principle of equal treatment, the National Focal Point cannot provide a prior opinion regarding the acceptability of 

applicants/partners, projects or certain activities and costs, and cannot prejudge the outcome of certain phases of the award procedure as 

described in the Call. Therefore, the National Focal Point is not able to answer the questions that require an assessment of a specific project, 

specific applicant/partner, specific activities, specific costs, and similar. In case of such questions, the answer of the competent body will refer to 

the relevant part of the Call documentation. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

No. Question Answer     

1.  

In relation to the Call for " Strengthening bilateral 

cooperation between Croatia and Norway in Green 

transition" please provide information on the payment 

dynamics.  

If the project idea is accepted, and the faculty is a partner in 

the project, will there be an advance payment of funds or the 

funds will be refunded at a certain stage of the project, upon 

submission of the project report/request for payment? 

 

 

 

In accordance with point 7 of the Call, payments shall take the form of 

advance payments, interim payments and payments of the final balance. 

The amount of advance payment to projects shall be set out in the Grant 

Agreement for each approved bilateral initiative separately. The amount 

of advance payment to applicants who are not direct State budgetary 

users shall be determined for each selected bilateral initiative separately, 

depending on the size of the application budget and the duration of the 

initiative's implementation. Payments towards applicants who are direct 

State budgetary users shall be made in accordance with state budgetary 

rules. 

2.  

During the review of the application forms, several 

questions arose: 

-In which part of the application should the names of the 

project staff members (and their references, which show 

why we are considering them for the initiative we are 

proposing) be listed; is it possible to attach a short CV for 

each person (we would also state their gender there, since 

one of the evaluation criteria is "Gender equality")? 

 

 

 

Following the question received, we have expanded the form with a 

question on the capacities of applicants and partners, and we instruct you 

to use the updated version of the form when applying. 

The updated form is published at the following link: 

https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-

cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/ 

The National Focal Point reserves the right to request CVs of individuals 

if it deems necessary. 

 

  

https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/
https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/


                                                                                                                                                                                    
In the Annex 2, budget form, can we use person-month for 

the unit of measure (UOM), and how can we "break" the 

person-month when we plan to have people from different 

institutions working in parallel on the same activity (or 

individual "task" within the activity)? 

 

Without prejudging the outcome of any stage of the funding allocation 

process and without entering into the assessment of a specific case, we 

suggest that you consider stating the cost for each person individually, 

and in the description of the cost (Description) you can state to which 

person the cost refers to, and in the "Executed by" column you can 

specify the institution. 

 

 

3. 1. Does an official extract from the court register have to be 

submitted as part of the application documentation or can 

we also attach an unofficial one? 

Also, the text of the Call states that: "The applicant must 

send the original documents and their courtesy translation 

in English". 

Does this mean that documents such as an extract from the 

court register must be translated into English? 

Applicants can submit an unofficial extract from the court register, and 

the National Focal Point reserves the right to request an official extract 

before concluding the grant agreement. 

Along with the original documents required for partners from donor 

countries, it is necessary to submit their unofficial English translation. 

 

 

2. In regard to submitting the application: „The application 

shall be submitted electronically to the electronic address 

nft@mrrfeu.hr by the applicant’s legal representative “. 

The Application Form and all other documents would be 

signed by the dean as a legal representative. Does the 

application itself have to be sent from the official dean's e-

mail address to you, or can the application and all signed 

documents be sent by the professor who will be this projects 

manager at our institution? 

 

The application should be sent from the e-mail address of the legal 

representative of the institution (organization). 

 

mailto:nft@mrrfeu.hr


                                                                                                                                                                                    
3. In the text of the Call Annex 6 is listed: Declaration of 

exemption from value added tax (VAT) for the applicant 

and the partner(s). 

We can't find the Annex 6 template in the annexes? 

The form (VAT statement) is published at the folowing link: 

https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-

cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/  

4. I’m interested if these grants are intended for companies? 

It's not really clear from the text of the Call. 

We deal with the removal of CO2 from the atmosphere, in 

cooperation with the Faculty of Agriculture and Faculty of 

Mining, Geology and Petroleum Engineering. 

In accordance with point 3 of the Call, companies are not eligible 

applicants within this Call. 

 

 

5. Regarding this Call, I am asking for clarification. Namely, 

one of the three priority areas that are the focus of this Call 

is 'Energy and Climate Change'. We are interested in the 

narrower field of 'Energy Security', which is an important 

part of the mentioned whole. 

 

If we read the mentioned Call carefully, it elaborates in 

more detail the preferred topics in which the issue of energy 

independence and sustainability appears sporadically 

(mainly on islands...), but nowhere explicitly it mentiones 

'energy security'. Furthermore, this part of the Call 

concludes with a message that this list is not 'exhaustive' and 

that other topics related to more broadly defined priority 

areas will also be taken into consideration. 

 

The National Focal Point is not able to answer questions that require an 

assessment of the eligibility of a specific project, specific activities, 

specific costs, and the like, and it cannot prejudge the outcome of 

individual stages of the award process described in the Call. 

 

Point 4 of the Call defines eligible areas of funding and specifies the 

subject areas in more detail. Topics that are not mentioned in that list are 

possible if they contribute to the objective of the Call, which is the green 

transition in the areas of Energy and climate change, Blue growth and 

green maritime, and Sustainable aquaculture). 

 

 

 

https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/
https://eeagrants.hr/en/open-call-for-proposals-strengthening-bilateral-cooperation-with-norway-in-green-transition/


                                                                                                                                                                                    
Given that we cannot clearly read from all the above 

whether the topic 'energy security' comes into consideration 

in the scope of this Call, I kindly ask for an explanation that 

would help us distinguish whether it makes sense to apply 

for it. 

 

 

6. Given that there is a section in the application form that asks 

for a list of past joint collaborations, my question is the 

following: is it possible to apply bilateral activity within the 

framework of starting and realizing a new cooperation, 

rather than maintaining an existing one? 

 

In accordance with Point 5 of the Call, eligible for funding are activities 

related to the establishment of new bilateral cooperation and those related 

to the strengthening of already existing cooperation. 

 

Also, is it necessary for each party to fill out one application 

form or is one sufficient for both parties (Each applicant 

may submit one application in total under this call. - is there 

one "applicant" for each party, as was the case on previous 

bilateral calls)? 

The applicant fills in and submits one (unique) application form for the 

applicant and partner. 

 

7. 1. VAT within the initiative: if we have several types of 

partners, local self-government units, NGOs, Norwegian 

partners who have different VAT statuses, how to enter 

them correctly in the form? For example, should the status 

of each partner be described separately and should the 

amount of VAT be quantified in the budget or descriptive 

form? 

 

In accordance with Point 8 of the Call, a Declaration of exemption from 

value added tax (VAT) has to be submitted for each applicant and the 

partner(s) individually.  

The amount stated in the budget depends on whether the amount of VAT 

is refundable or non-refundable to the cost bearer (Executed by). If VAT 

is refundable to the applicant or partner who incurred the cost, then VAT 

is not an acceptable cost within the Call and the amount without VAT is 

stated in the budget. If VAT is not refundable to the applicant or the 



                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

partner who incurred the cost, then VAT is an acceptable cost as part of 

the Call and the amount including VAT is stated in the budget. 

 

2. What is the maximum pre-financing amount or 

percentage? 

The amount of advance payment to applicants who are not direct State 

budgetary users will be determined for each selected bilateral initiative 

separately, depending on the claimed amount and the duration of the 

implementation of the initiative.  

 

3. What is the dynamic of financing payments, i.e. 1. Pre-

financing, 2. Financing during the project, if yes, when and 

how much? Final payment: how much and when after the 

12-month project? 

 

 

In accordance with Point 7 of the Call, payments in the scope of the 

project shall take the form of advance payments, interim payments and 

payments of the final balance, which shall be set out in the Grant 

agreement for each selected bilateral initiative separately.  

 

In principle, the Beneficiary submits to the National Focal Point interim 

reports on the progress of the implementation of the initiative and request 

for payment within 30 days after the end of the reporting period: 

 

- 1 January – 31 March 

- 1 April – 30 June 

- 1 July – 30 September 

- 1 October – 31 December 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                    
In principle, the final report and the final request for reimbursement of 

funds shall be submitted within 60 days from the end of the 

implementation of the Activity. 

 

After the verification of the costs, the National Focal Point approves the 

payment of the costs reported in the interim or Final Report within a 

maximum of 30 days following the receipt of the proper requests for 

payment.  

Payments towards applicants who are direct State budgetary users shall 

be made in accordance with state budgetary rules. 

 

8. Regarding the project budget, the "Implementation 

modality/Procurement" column, what are the thresholds for 

which type of procurement, namely, the applicant is a non-

governmental organization that has its own regulation for 

procurement because it is not subject to the Public 

Procurement Act. For your part of the budget, do you have a 

procurement threshold/regulation, i.e. amounts that obligate 

a certain type of procurement? If so, where can we find it? 

 

 

Beneficiaries not subject to the Public Procurement Act who have 

adopted internal regulation on the implementation of procurement 

procedures are obliged to submit them to the National Focal Point for 

review within 5 days of signing the Grant Agreement. 

Upon review of the regulation, the National Focal Point, within 5 working 

days from its receipt, issues its opinion in which it gives consent to the 

beneficiary for its implementation or asks the Beneficiary to comply with 

the procedure described in the Guidelines for the management and 

financial monitoring of the implementation of activities for the 

beneficiaries of the Fund for bilateral relations, for the users who are not 

subject to Public Procurement and have not adopted the internal 

regulation.  

 

Guidelines for the management and financial monitoring of the 

implementation of activities for the beneficiaries of the Fund for bilateral 



                                                                                                                                                                                    
relationscan be found here: https://eeagrants.hr/bilateralna-

suradnja/vazni-dokumenti/     

 

9. When submitting documents about partners and applicants 

in the annexes (original HR documents + English 

translation), do we need to submit certified translations of 

the documents? Legal form of the organization proven by 

the extract from the register for the applicant and Legal 

form of the organization proven by the extract from the 

register for the partner(s). 

It is necessary to submit an unofficial translation to English, and the 

National Focal Point reserves the right to request an official translation 

of the documents from the Applicant if it deems necessary. 

 

 

10.  Can you clarify in the budget form, the left column numbers 

1 bold, then 1.1, 1.2 etc. relates to activities (initiative)? And 

if one activity has several cost categories (fees, travel costs, 

material, services, etc.), can we further break them down in 

1.1.1, 1.1.2, and to what extent can/must the costs be broken 

down? For example, for one trip in Croatia with a 

private/personal car, we have the cost of tolls, a fee of EUR 

0.40 per kilometre, subsistence allowances, possible 

overnight accommodation costs, etc. Is it allowed to do a 

lumpsum per trip (UOM item/travel) and put, for example, 

EUR 200 and for example 5 under Number of units, and in 

the Description put the type of costs involved and a 

description of the terrain that will be travelled? If not, could 

you clarify how you would like it to be listed? 

 

 

In the column "Name of the Initiative / Type of expense", the activities 

that are planned to be carried out within the bilateral initiative should be 

listed, that is, the type (category) of costs, and then the individual costs 

related to that activity, that is, the category of costs, are listed as sub-

items. It is recommended to stick to the proposed structure, however, if 

you consider it necessary, you can include sub-points of already existing 

sub-points. 

When listing travel costs, it is not possible to use a lump sum, but 

applicants should state all individual expenses, with the fact that the daily 

amount of expenses (per diem) can be used for the expenses of 

accommodation, meals and local transportation.   

You can find more information in the Guidelines for the management 

and financial monitoring of the implementation of activities for the 

beneficiaries of the Bilateral fund, which can be found at the following 

link: https://eeagrants.hr/bilateralna-suradnja/vazni-dokumenti/ 

https://eeagrants.hr/bilateralna-suradnja/vazni-dokumenti/
https://eeagrants.hr/bilateralna-suradnja/vazni-dokumenti/


                                                                                                                                                                                    
11. I am asking for clarification related to the acquisition of new 

or second-hand equipment on page 7 of the Call, 

specifically the following part „only the portion of the 

depreciation corresponding to the duration of the project and 

the rate of actual use for the purposes of the project may be 

considered eligible expenditure. “  

 

Where new or second-hand equipment is purchased, only the portion of 

the depreciation corresponding to the duration of the project and the rate 

of actual use for the purposes of the project may be considered eligible 

expenditure. 

 

12. As we are applying with several partner organizations, is it 

sufficient to copy the table for entering partner information 

as many times as there are partners in the descriptive 

application form? 

 

In the Application Form it is necessary to copy the table for entering 

partner information as many times as there are partners. 

 

 

13.  Please provide answers to the following questions: 

1. Are indirect costs ("indirect costs", "overheads") 

acceptable? (not specified in the text of the Call) 

2. How are they calculated in the tender in question? Is a 

"flat rate" (e.g. 15% of staff costs) or some other formula 

applied? 

3. If the organization includes them in the price of work, 

should they be listed separately or can they be shown within 

the price of work? 

Indirect costs are not eligible costs under the Call. 

 

 

14. In the Application Form, under point 8, there is a list of 

annexes, with a statement that they must be sent in the 

original language and translations in English. Do these 

translations have to be certified by an authorized court 

interpreter? 

It is necessary to submit an unofficial translation to English, and the 

National Focal Point reserves the right to request an official translation 

of the documents from the Applicant if it deems necessary. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

15. 1. Do the terms of the Call allow the type of project whose 

detailed description is sent in the attachment to be 

submitted? The topic of the proposal is education and 

information, i.e. increasing the citizen awareness about 

climate change and sustainable development, and concrete 

cooperation with a partner from Norway would be realized 

through the exchange of experiences, more specifically the 

transfer of know-how, i.e. examples of good practice, in 

regard to the expressed need to increase the quality of the 

existing program that is currently implemented in PGŽ (I 

listed them at the end of the first e-mail).  

 

In the interest of equal treatment, the National Focal Point cannot give a 

prior opinion on the eligibility of applicants/partners, projects, or certain 

activities and costs, and cannot prejudge the outcome of individual stages 

of the award process as described in the Call. Therefore, the National 

Focal Point is unable to answer questions that require an assessment of 

the acceptability of a specific project, specific applicant/partner, specific 

activities, specific costs, and the alike. 

 

2. Can you connect us with a Norwegian organization or 

direct us to someone who could connect us with a 

Norwegian organization that has experience in working to 

achieve similar or the same goals of our program/project? 

(Perhaps an education center or one of their utility 

companies or a public institution leading the way in that 

area...) An interest in the construction of a national center 

for the education of the population in the field of climate 

change and sustainable development had been reported in 

the media. http://www.energetika-net.com/vijesti/zastita-

okolisa/hrvatska-osniva-nacionalni-centar-za-klimatsku-i-

ekolosku-tranziciju-35908 Perhaps there is already a similar  

In accordance with Point 12 of the Call, questions concerning the 

assistance with the search for Norwegian partners may be addressed to 

the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Zagreb by e-mail: embzag@mfa.no. In 

doing so, it is necessary to include the National Focal Point 

(nft@mrrfeu.hr) in the copy of the e-mail. 

 

 

mailto:embzag@mfa.no
mailto:nft@mrrfeu.hr


                                                                                                                                                                                    
3. Considering the stated objectives and vision of the 

program, do you think that some other stakeholders should 

be included in the existing intersectoral cooperation? So far, 

the Public Health Institute of Primorje-Gorski Kotar County 

(PGŽ), all utility companies in the area of PGŽ, all 

educational institutions in the area of PGŽ, some of the 

leading NGOs from this area in the area of citizen 

education, i.e. the Croatian Association of Tenants and 

Buildings Co-Owners, the Association Eko Kvarner, 

Societiy Our children – Rijeka and others have participated 

in the program so far. One of the objectives is to raise the 

implementation of the program to the national level. 

In the interest of equal treatment, the National Focal Point cannot give a 

prior opinion on the eligibility of applicants/partners, projects, or certain 

activities and costs, and cannot prejudge the outcome of individual stages 

of the award process as described in the Call. Therefore, the National 

Focal Point is unable to answer questions that require an assessment of 

the acceptability of a specific project, specific applicant/partner, specific 

activities, specific costs, and the like. 

 

 

16. In the project Application form, the "Letter of intent" is listed 

as one of the Annexes, which should contain a list of tasks 

the partner will implement in the scope of the project. 

 

Since we did not find a template for the "Letter of intent" on 

the Call website, I would kindly ask you to direct us to the 

link that contains this template or to explain in more detail 

what is expected to be detailed in the above mentioned 

document.  

 

There is no template for the Letter of partnership intent but one is to be 

written in free form, and should state all the information mentioned in 

point 8.5 of the Call- the intention to create a partnership for the purpose 

of implementing the proposed bilateral activity, specifying the role and 

responsibilities of the applicant and partner in its implementation. 

 

 

 


